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A Dialogue betwen Feft and Earneft, concerning. the Times: 


amid; 43: 


cer spina * 
ets 


————— Pulchra Laverna; 
Da mibi fallere, da juftum fanttimgne videri, Horat. Epitt. 


Laverna! Let me fandtify'd appear, . 


Infpire me handfomaly 


te:cheat, anid: freer; 


Whigs labours fure‘can never be in vain, 


Where Zeal ‘is Trick, and Godlinefs great Gain. 


s . 
= cn ~— renee 


Curldap, Movember the 22d. 168r. 


Fe. N Information growl Well, com- 
mend me toZom Dangerfield; he in 
the Title-page of his laté Pamphlet, 
tells the Buyer plaiply what he is 

to expe for his fix can viz, MORE SHAMS,: 

&¢. And I am confident, that if Captain Wilkinfon 

were half fo hone a man as he fhou’d bé, ‘he’ 

would not have ‘given his Imprimatur to this piece 

under any other Fitle. site 4 

“Ean. Why ;-f thought that: his Name iin the 

Title-page had denoted him: to be the Author. © 

“Feft. No; ‘No, ‘it ‘denotes if you will; his ‘leave, 

ee make filly: People believe fo. ' But® 

évét while You ‘ive, ‘a tiame to a feditious Pampht 

fignifies only fome needy Fellow, Who for’a Giiin-’ 
ny Gr two, ‘or tijore or lefs, asthe cafe requires, has 
put his hand'tb°the Manufttipr withobt fo-much' 
as giving himfelf the’ trouble, or’ pettats belt 
able to read one ‘Wword'on’t. ’' Now this‘ you mult’ 
know watrahts the Stationtt or_afiy other perfon’ 
to call je that mans Information ot Natratiye, wit- 
fiels Bedlo’s Narrative of Fites,’ P-+ces Natrativé, 

and ‘twenty more ‘that T’cottd name. 4” 
Earn. Well, arid’ if this had been call’d. a Nar- 

rative, would ‘ttnat, think you; have been rica 

a 


as advantagious to the Stationer and as ferviceable - 


to the little Gentleman you wot of, 4s now wi 
the Title of an Infermation. 


Feft. As to that, you muft Hote the World Aas * 


of late, been fo cloy’d with Narratives of all forts, 


that now the very name is apt to give one a Vo- 
mit, aiid ¥ imagine that tb be the true reafon why 
the Fitle of a Narrative’ was in this cafe rejected. 

~ Earn. Well, 1 arn fatistied that there is a great 
deal of Knavery in'the World. ~ 

Jet “Ay, “and “pat deal of foolery to 
rage it, ‘elfe your 
hang thernfelves. 
§ Eary: Why, I was told that fome of ’em were 
in a fair way other day to have done fo, upon the 
fudden difappointment they met with in the. matter 
Of Fitz Gerald. 

| ig ‘Oh, ‘1 know whereabouts you are, that’s 
the Fellow who has been {0 long a Prifoner in the 
Marfbalfey ia Southwark for Debts contraéted in 
the fervice ‘of ‘the Pr teftant Intereft. Well, i 
could “neyer'yer fathom ‘the bottom of ‘that bufi- 
nefS, ° But I remember about.4 month ago I was 
at Brwens Coffee-houfe, aid the Whiggs there 
were full of ‘the matter,’ and by their Difcourle, 
which was chiefly by way of Shrug and Nod, and 
hifting up theirHands and Eyes (a Dialect which 
a Friend 6f Mine ‘who ufes that Houfe interpreted 
co me’) Fundérftand, that'they had been heighten- 
ed by theit Ritig-leaders (the Gentlemen of the up- 
hg acd) into an expedtation, that this fame 

ite Gerdld Would make the molt confidérable dif- 
covery of Sham: plots that the World had bin bleft 
with fina the Inventidn of Meal-Tubs, but ‘twould 
have given a Man a ftool ( if his Body were not 

very 


@ou- 
m-plot-makers might.¢’n go 








; o have feen a day or two after how 
wee 


Earn. Why, if the matter 
fome of them axe li 
was there not aJ ’ ’ 
appointed by the fo ights and Squires ( I 
can’t think of their names) to examine the poor 
wretch to a Letter under his Hand, wherein 
charg’d the three Juftices of the Peace, for wh 
integrity and prudence the whole Borough of Soutb- 






wark are able.to ort endeavouring to {us 
t 


born, fii@i\'xa. tow che\Plot- upon the ; Prote- 
ftants, ec. 

Feft. 1 have heard fomewhat to that purpofe, 
and that one~of that Committee was a holy Sifter 
that ufually goes a hearing to Mr. Slaugbter’s Con- 
venticle. 

Earn. Well, that’s a precious man , ‘the F tell ye 
he out-does Bull, and has been very ative for th 
Proteftant Intereft. 

Feft. And upon the credit of that Commenda- 
tion, I’le hold you a Dith of Coffee that he was at 
the middle and both ends of this matter. 160° 

Earn. Not unlikely, but prithee how came this 
hopeful Proje& to fail ? 7 fi od * 

Feft. That ftory is too long to tell you now, et 
it fuffiece that by a very great Providence iit did 
fail, and that at the very time too when a Narra- 
tive, Declaration, or it may be Information of the 


ia 


matter projected was about to be let ,loofe into, 


the World to as bad purpofe as that under the 
name of Captain Wilkinfon, and tis probable the 
fare too changing the names and a very few cir- 
cumftances._. bs deidtesic opto 
__ Earn., Why truly, ( fo as it be for the;good of 
the publick } I fhould think fuch a Plot may be 
as well made to an Information, as fuch an. Infor- 
mation to 4 Plot. Would you when the, Plot was 
fpoil’'d, have had the Contrivers of it to have 
lighted “Tobacco with that Information about. 
which fo much time and Oil had been fpent 51 mutt 
tell you, it would have beena burning fhame..Why a 
Friend of mine, man, rather than he would make 
fewel of an old Window-frame about which much 
Art had been beftowed, was at the charge of build- 
ivg a Houfeto it; AndI don’t think that he was 
half fo good a Husband in that matter as they have 
been in this; for let me tell you, fuch-kind of 
Pamphlets work Wonders with the credulous mul- 
titude and the Contrivers of °em know it but too 
well. - But prithee, tell me ferioufly,, doft think 
that any one, not being a Juftice of \Peace, is 
not liable. to an Indi€ment for taking formal In- 
formations againtt fuch as are {03 1 ask, becaufe it 
happens to be the cafe. of a Neighbour of mine, 
whofe name you muft give me leave to. conceal. 
Feft- The Cafe you muft know is new and ex- 
traorditiary, and 1 am no more a,Lawyer than you 
are, and therefore all that I can fay to you in the 
matter is, that I have heard fome fay that have 


a 
*Tchenees that the 


ferv’d ( as they told me ) upon the Juries at the 
Old Baily, that in all fuch Cafes the Enquiry. 
ought to be, "Whether the Fact was done malstiofe 
0 C if-a, Jury believe in their Con- 
| » accufed is (either by na- 
ture or for want of good Education ) filly, the 
Bill ought to be return’d Ignoramw. Now I con- 
fefs Iam not of their mind, becaufe, befides that 
EF have heard others more learned in the Law fay, 
that in all fuch Cafes the Law fuppofes Malice 
Kmy. felf\have formerly, obfery’d Juries in al fuch 


~ Cafes! td find Bilts‘upon the fingle proof of the 


Fa&; and I believe they’d be content thar their 
Friends thould proclaim them Fools in open Court 
at any time to deliver them from a Pillory or a 
worfe punifhment. 

Eam. Ay, forwould any one elfe: but let me 
ask ye ‘one Queftiow whileI think on’%t, Was Fitz 
Gerald, that we were talking of before, {worn by 
the Committee to the Accufation he gave againft 
the three Juftices ? 

_ Feft- 1 have heard he was adjur’d (and I think 


‘that’s(to be fworn )\to'fpeak the truth, the whole 
“ sruth,¥cc. though } fuppofe they did not tender him 
th , 


¢ Book. ; 
| Earn, Well, but did the Committee make their 
Report? 

Felt. Yes, yes, and had the thanks of their Em- 
ployers too; and about a fortnight after, bring un-~ 
der a. hickuping Difpenfation, 


. He-has fworn it, fays Tom, 
Get off as they can. 
Trinonny nd — Be: a 
Cuc-come hither Nam £~\ 


And little did he Know then that all:the Roguery 
had -been detected, a: day or two before 5 But I’m, 
told you’l have the whole matter made publick in 
afew days, and therefore I’le take my leave'of you 
at prefent. 
. Earn. Hold a little, I pray take afew Queries 
with you afore you go. 
| 1. Whether if true Proteftant Diffenters 
had the, fele Power of; punifhing Papifts, any man, 
could expect to efcape, unpunith’d that is nota fre~ 
quenter of Conyenticles? 
. 2. Whether the making a Raree.Shew, and, 
getting it te be Oe on fe one day in the 
ear in. commemoration of Qu, Elixebetbs coming 
i the Crown, ea falbcicnsly manent for their 
breaking her Laws every day in the year befides? . 
_ 3» Whether Dick Implement’s putting in the, Claufe 
of the A& for the obfervation of S§ isnot a 
defign to trapan Conftables and Head-boroughs 
into the forfeiture,of five pounds. 
_ 4 Whether the, Univerfity of Salamance have 
not fent for the Doctors Gown again, he appearing 
Of late ex cuerpo? | ; ‘ 
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